CHAPTER XVIIL
PARKS, EXHIBITIONS AND HOLIDAYS*

Apart from the theatres, music halls, and moving picture
shows, there are numerous other places where the Londoner
can go to seek recreation or relaxation* The chief of
these are the parks and exhibitions* Whereas the theatres,
etc*, provide indoor entertainment exclusively, the latter
may be outdoor as well as indoor* The former take
place generally in the evening and the latter in the day-
time* Consequently, a stranger as well as the Londoner
himself can always find recreation or amusement at any
hour of the day* But he must go and seek for it*

From an Easterner's point of view one of the most
welcome sights is perhaps the number of large public
parks* In China, these are unknown, and the inhabitants
of towns or cities get what fresh air they can from their
limited open courtyards or back gardens* Of course,
if a man is rich enough, he can own a large private garden,
but the ordinary man in the street is never so fortunate*

Here, however, a paternal government is more far-
sighted and considerate* It is not everybody who can
possess a private park, and therefore the local authorities
must provide large open spaces or parks for the benefit
of the public* Moreover* the Londoner has to pay rates
and taxes for the upkeep of the roads, street lamps, police,
and public works* Therefore he has a greater claim upon
the local authorities for the furnishing of modern utilities
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